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What can you expect?

• Introduction to CaW

• Connections
– Purpose
– Approaches
– People
– Cultures

• Get involved – your voice



Catching a Wave

Catalyses a mindset shift towards climate action and 
awareness of people who exist in at-risk coastal spaces

Aim: reinvigorate 
linkages between 
the arts and sciences 
to address urgent 
ocean, coastal and 
human issues of our 
time



CaW - who are we?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a world of constantly shifting realities, new sustainable development and climate action ideas are crucial. Designed to move the conversation towards development of transdisciplinary collaborations, CaW is an integrated immersive project that reinvigorates linkages between the arts and sciences to  address urgent ocean, coastal and human issues of our time. 



Purpose



What do Oceans and Coasts Mean?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a world of constantly shifting realities, new sustainable development and climate action ideas are crucial. Designed to move the conversation towards development of transdisciplinary collaborations, CaW is an integrated immersive project that reinvigorates linkages between the arts and sciences to  address urgent ocean, coastal and human issues of our time. 



Approaches



Meeting different people: Listening



Translating listening to learning

.....in a collective vision of a 
healthy, thriving, and more 
effectively managed and 
protected ocean, we

need to further 
evolve the ocean 

narrative

Lubchenco & Gaines, 2019



Why collaborate?

Urgent need for new ways 
to convey the complexity of 
environmental change

Science not enough on its 
own! People learn, 
understand and generate 
knowledge in different 
ways

Different voices need to be 
listened to and included in 
the discussion

ART SCIENCE

TECHNOLOGY
MAKING IT POSSIBLE

KNOWLEDGE FOR SOCIETAL CHANGE
BRINGING IT TOGETHER

VISION AND CONTEXT

WHAT

HOW

WHY



Innovative Organisations

Amazing Individuals

Eimear McNally

Keven Brunett

Collaborating Projects

Drumming the Waves

Academic Institutes



Graphic rendering of CaW Data: Cristina Tarquini of Studio CRTQ

Musical interpretation of CaW Data: Colin Riley of Brunel University London



People

Seychelles

Canada
Japan

UK
Chile

USA



Planetary Wave Project: 
Connections and Community

https://www.catchingawave.org/planetary-wave-project

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These small waves are artifacts of the ocean: beautiful, complex, constantly changing, and essential for all life on this planet. Each wave in the context of this virtual, global installation represents that all living things are connected through the oceans. They are reminiscent of pocket labyrinths, easily carried, and as we share them they bring us back to the ocean and to each other. Each wave has the potential to be a catalyst for dialogue and learning, to inspire action, and to serve as a portable reminder of how precious our oceans are. A big change can start with a small moment of realization.





• CaW aims to resonate at multiple scales 

• While the installation is anchored locally by 
voices that represent specific geographical 
locations and cultures span many countries

• Voices are an international depiction of stories of 
vulnerability from marginalised individuals and 
communities

Cultures

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arctic communities and Pacific Islanders in marginalised settings, and coastal communities from the Global North and South CulturesThe installation aims to capture narrative building through the use of interviews with coastal communities from around the world to ensure that the voices of those least able to influence political and social processes but often most affected are heard 



Social justice and inclusion
The conversation is 
changing and voices 
are being raised all 
over the world

How do we engage 
with all sorts of 
people, cultures, 
beliefs and ideals?

How do we have 
conversations/what 
sort of conversations 
are we trying to have?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This deliberately reflects a systematic consideration of social justice implications of climate change responses at national and subnational levels, especially highlighting differential abilities to adapt to sea level rise. Through engagement with the installation an audience can understand their connectivity to those lived experiences that lead to vulnerability and begin a process to construct their own understanding of resilience to change and in particular from the threat of sea level rise. 



Can you help? 

• How does your 
science contribute 
to the social justice 
for oceans? 

• Why should your 
perspective of the 
ocean be heard by 
others?



Where are we?

@catching_waves @catching_a_wave

catchingawave.org

https://padlet.com/FutureEarthCoasts/ArtSea

https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2020.00340

https://padlet.com/FutureEarthCoasts/ArtSea
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2020.00340


Soundtrack supplied by Cormac Byrne of the University of Limerick and the 
Drumming the Waves Project
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